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If you are very lucky you know some childrerhaPsryou have children or gremttiren.

Maybe you have nieces and nephews you are fond of or neighbourhood youngsters that you have

watched fondly grow into adult$ake a momnt to imagine their smiling face$hink aboutle

cut est t hi n dPondentbeygiftethveir lives bawe been.to. yblow imagine that the
government forcibly removed themtmmonths of the yearSometimes they take them for the
entire yearWhen they come batitkyouthey are disturbedepressednot the children they were
before They tell you they are being physically beaten, inadequately cagtelcted egen, to

your horrorsexually abused. Theyeathey have been tdlldatyouware stupid, not to be trusted
and inferior just because who you areThey are told everything you have taught them is at best
primitive, at worst, evil. Yaty areforced to send them back to teame place year after year.

Not only that, butqu then have to stand by helplessly as they become adults and are forced to send

their childrertio the same awful places. If tappened to you and your famitguld you ever
accept an apology giventty people who created the systems, laws dandesttihat made those
schoolgossibl@ | do not believe | could if it had been my children.

Thisiswhat happened to First Nations pespled we are the people vdibit to them.
Our churchour countryour lawsus.

Thisawareness came to me very slowly. It actually became cogent thretgiefou
which | will share with you today.

Story One. An Aboriginal elder comes to one of my very first Maritime Conferences about
ten years ago. She is a sunafitiie Shubenacadie Residential School here in Nova Scotia. She

tells of the shock that she and her siblings

practices did not include corporal punishment of children. She said for the firstimere

beaten for any and all infractions. An examplehafviourshat required punitive measures

included daring to speak in her own language. The most devyaetatiggvas when children

were forced into the punishment circle. She deschitdr@rc being made to form a circle around

the miscreant and then forced to taunt, tease and humiliate their friend. This meant all who took
part were damaged equalhe saidlt also conferred the most cruel behaviour as the forced
responsibility othe children themselvescringed. How could this happen, | thought? How did

we not know? What kind of people could do such things? Surely thegmrentieef evil. Itis

a relief to think so because that means it is out of my control andhegmeréecould not involve
anyone | know.

Story Two.A couple of years later | went to visit a friend of mine out west. She introduced
me to a wonderful man who was very old at that time. | am thinking he must be dead by now. He
had been a mster in the United Church and had struck up a greagj@mterational friendship with
my friend.He had a long and distinguished career, including being principal at one of the Aboriginal
Residential Schools. My friend said that he was a man wisenainceoery way but the one thing
they could not talk abotttgethemwas the Residential School System. He had seen none of the
abuses, he sadd he had served honourably. My friend taikidd about those who ran the
schooldeingpart of systems @ promoted suctompleteggroup think that spiritual blindness was

a



inevitableeven requiredHe was a good man working within a system built on evil suppositions
about ranking |l evels of “haomaeshegsal auold edppbhn
risk unwrapping it. Meeting the man shocked me to the core. | like him and he was a good and even
Godly man. We like to think that evil people did thaur culture encourages us to think in dualities
and dichotomies. That we are evil or gooadt Wk are right or wrong. That we are white or native.
Dualities andiichotomylets us off the hoo&nd allows us to rationalize systemidegduse then
we can say, surely the ones who did this were
Good peoplalidit. We did itWe chose not to question. We even chose not to see.

Story Three. This is a story | heard only two weeks ago. | was with my colleague, The Rev.
Dr. Russll Daye of St. Andrews, taking in Bishop Spongctumfaenceat the Agricultural College
in Trura. During lunch on the day of the Apology, June 11, Russ told a small group of us over lunch
about one of his experiences asan o mp a during the’ Native Fishery dispute at Burnt Church.
The conc emptandfmenacccovas used significantly in |
theworsterasof oppressiomn n  t h e 8 On"plceslikedcua@ethdlas for example, Canadian
young people would accompany civil rights workers on their day to dag aetegmzing that
their status as Canadians made it unlikely the government ezesedridr police would
assassinate or arrest the Guatemalan activisimelhaxiwas used aBurnt Church.Rusgelateda
critical moment came one day when thevbl&iishers went out to fisAs they settled in at a
distance from shore to fiSRCMP boats came roaring in and actually rammed the Native Fisher
boats. The boats sank and then other Native fabs#sving this from the shore hurried out in
boatsto rescue thepeople. He said that as they approached the men in the watsruing native
fishersbegan throwing stones at the RCMP boats to keep them at bay. It was a David and Goliath
scene of the most bizarre kind. Stones against gunboaWigThenac wer e recor ding
Russ saw first saw the footage in the Band Hall as this person ran directly from the encounter on
the water to show those gathered in the hall. It was very clear what had happened afidrss
andaccompaniers all lathed a sigh of religtistingthat finally the Canadian people would
understand what the government was involved in and doingltorigenafishers.The tape was
then passed onto the CBC. However, Wat they saw on the news that night horrified.thémtape
had been spliced such that what appeared first was the Native Fishers throwing rockiseand then t
RCMP ramming the boat®ne of thgournalisswas appalled and senag@ology to th&irst
Nationscommunity.Immediately & was disciplined@uthat he has not been heard much of since.
Russ said that day he began to see his own country in a new way.

Russ has shared stagmberthre&vi t h hi s congregati on. St .

their minister, appreciative of his backgrounakcialgustice. Herote his doctoral thesis on the
truth and reconciliation process in South Africa. He knows a thing or two abowgdouitiation
and forgivenessRéadhis bookPolitical Forgive@rkss Books2004)1 give thanks to God thée
is involved on the United Church®"s behalf in o
which is about to beginBoth his knowledge and his witness at Burnt Church will be important in
that process.

Story Four. This story tamfoldedonly a couple of weeks ago. We were having a lobster
feast with friends of ours ansmall fishingillagein Nova Scotia They were telling us of their
buddiesvho are fishersApparently many of the local fishers are disgusted with the Native Fishery
because some aborigirigst own the boats and hire people to work on them. When my friend
pointed out that this is what many of the white fishers do as well, thenetveith dismayWhy, |
wondered? What is the difference? Rawismecideds the difference. It must be unacceptable
for white people to work for Aboriginal people.



Racism is woven through the Christianity we iatl&oim western Europe. Through

word, iIimage and concept we have dandwhatasnt | vy r e
“black” or “dark” is bad or at the dJeersgnsl“east
Christmas cards we recavery yearObserve the blond blue eyelliltJesus immortalized in
stained glass in most of our chusché/e all know that the actual Jesus was a native of the Middle
East and would have looketbtmore like Tiger Woods than the blond, blue, éyegl haired
Caucasiaman we see looking down atrusost churches

Wealsohavemisusedbiblicalstorieslikethe one we heard today to create systems of terrible
pain. In our passage today Abraham trudges up a mountain with his beloved son Isaac, preparing
himself to kill him in sacrifice to God who appears to demand it as a test (Balteends an
angel at the last minute to prevent Abraham from killing I$h&cpassage has been used
throughout history to justify the sWedhave fi ce o
rationalized that God requiresiitmu st be odkdyf daorri rag™ Gpeopl e to
tension irthispassages that we know, as ancient readers would have ,khatkbraham
becomes thfather of many peoples, many religions, in fact. How is this possible if his son, his
belovednlysonis to be Kled? Many sholardelieve that the storyastuallyan antidote to child
sacrifice. Ancienlisraelwassurrounded by cultures that regularly offered child sacrtiee.
guestion must hhaine doth&tls ouuGod a lightMeigho€? | n r espons
religious | eaders could say, “No, and here is

How sad then, that wereonly® willinglooffersup Firat Ndtion€a na d i
children for sacrificelt was written into gevnment records that as an act of kindness, the elected
Canadian government on our behalf would attémkill the Indian in the child.

The Apologydelivered by Prime Minist&tephen Harper alour behalfbegan by saying
“The treatimealt ohi ladroen gi s aSisnacde cthhaep t1e& 7 O “ns ot
governmenin partnership with churches began to take children from communifiest, the
government was so thorough that there were entire communities devoid of dhi&lpempose
was to “ i sol atfaniliesframlitheirt@ditionf from their cultwre and from their
social supporigo assimilate them into the dominant cultoreemove the Indian in the child.
This is all bad enougWhat Prime Miniser Harper did not safjhecase it is not his job to sayiit
is mineand it isyours as Christians that what made the forced sacrifice of these children that
much more horrifigvas doing iin the name of the oree know as Jesus, love incarnaisas
done in the name of the one who would confer status on children in an ancient society that
considered them statiess and unworthy of attention. It was done in the name of the Prince of
Peace whom we sing abasitoldingchildren on his knednthe name of hetho said love your
neighbouyror your neighbois childrenas you have loved yoursetfyour own children.

In the apology the Prime Minister acknowledged many children died in these schools. Parents
weretold ther childrenhad died bubhot howand not where they were buri€dr such parents
there can therefore be no closure. They are only lediwfiththoughts;w h a t” and ferfibde
nightmaresThere was adnrific mortality ratat these schoolsp® school in northern Albart
having a fifty percemhortality ratewh at woul d Jesus sayDbuntoPr obabl y
other s chi |l drdomeurdogourpwiu woul d have

The apology was an amazimaly, God filled momentofr a variety of reasons. First | e t
aboutthe elements ofr@abpology An aplahsogly examyregret and remorse.
I t dwaygwron a r ingsame Way dbfcaepting responsibility.t cont ai man t he w
awar e of h descrithgamawarénesy @airing the impactlt includes® What can |
do t o ma Wwhich is dbounakigghrestitutioandreparationltsays' |  wi | | try not
t hat whighaneamSanuinely repentimgndcommitting to changing behavio&inally it asks

s t al



“ Wi | | ease forgivepfle”  w h irequestingsforgivenesandanindicaton that you want
to see relationship restorétie Apology also took a step furtidot only did the government
pledge to make sure it would never happen @gatognized the courmgf survivors who came
forward to talk about the abuse and fight for the rights of their people. The Prime Minister said that
it was a credit to the strength of a people and their culture that survivors could even come through
the generational experiefetealone come through fighting for the dignity and rights of others.

It was anazing.There is@mething about doing the right thing that makes ngigthings
possible. ThApology began by the Prime Minister thanking and acknowledging theliead of
NDP, Jack Laytofor his work, his persistence and assistance to him on this mattele el |
wasstillin Canadaln this Holy momen&tephan Diomlsostepped up and acknowleditfeat the
Liberals had been in power 7@ years dhelast o® hundredears anthereforebore major
responsibilityJack Laytor told of testimonye had listened to, borrific statistics artke
graciousl!l y ackno wéffertdigthisitasiSTheBlodhremmnded asrthateCanada is
only one of verfew countries who refused to sign the UN declaration of the rigtitsraginal
Peoples thus holding us accountable for future commitment to the Apology. It was all holiness.

The most holy moment, came when it was time for the gathered Aboriginaltpepeaak.
Aboriginal leaders were gathered at the centre of the House of Cdrheldmay breath. What
would they say? They had every mylty rigbtbe bitter, angry, to say, we si@ikpt the
apologywhen you delivem it | dlocouldaccept it Cauld youPhil Fontaine- Chief
of the Assembly of First nations rose to spéakadrevealed some years ago the depth of sexual
and physical abuse he had suffered as a child at Residential Schools. He of all people knows first
hard the destruction théhis torturewreakaipon an individual anccammunity In his work as
leader, & knows the stonewallinggafvernmentsn treaty rights. He knows the hatred, not too far
from the surface of many white Canadians, particularlghehesolution of Treaty righissts us
somethin@s individualswh at woul d he say about the sacrifi
after generation?

Our gospel passage todayuike— 10: 4642 We usually thknthat passageabout giving a
cup of cold water to a little or¢hat thisis what is required as. It is a misreading of the text.
The passage finishes offant in the story of Luki& which Jesus is givimgtructiongo the
disciples about how they are to be in the wdté. discipleshe saysre to be on the receiving
end ofhospitality- they are to accept cups of cold wategls of foo@dndthe odd room to sleep
in as they travel. This is always very uncomfortedsteivindnospitality Itis often more
comfor@able to offeritthantoreceiveob e dependent on ot hemot peopl e
to mention precariouseB ng t he guest i n ot.Hnahis pgssagigslisés” s hor
saying it is a Christian responsibility to receive dlagpitt is a form of graceundeserved love.

That is what we received as Canadians from Phil Fenttagneool cup of water of friendship,
outstretched in the Spirit of hospital@thiefFontainedeclared that June™téstified to the
achievemerndf the impossible. He said that the survival of First Nations peoples has now been
affirmed by the declaration within Hheuse“Our col | ect i v thatgawsllmdverhou s e”
consider thempogearifmyr 9§ Tlke brdHregnsvah ad t‘Ha y adirl g.
heard Canada sge are sorryThe survivors have stripped white supremacylegitsnacy..We
have always beeniadispensableart of Canadian Identity and the attempts to erase our identity

hurt us deeply butalsohurt AL Canadi ans and i mpoverished the
ChiefPhil Fontaine, his voice breaking just a litfld lgtc | ar ed, “ It i s possib
collective nightmare together ..the memories of
toget her we wil!/| heal them.Now we can have a

a gr eat n aHethenroffeted up thé Uttimate i hospital@hief Fontaineffered us



hope s a y iThegies that bind us are closer and géothan those that separate us. The
common road of hope can bring us to reconciliation. More than any laws, more than any claims and
more than any settlemeatser could. We reach out now to all Canadians in the spirit of
reconciliation.”

My God. Canve bear it in our collective guilt, this offerinGafce this Hope? It is acup of
water held out to us. What will we do with it, | wonder? What will YOU do with it?
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